
Get a li’l like the fishes do

est un pulp magazine (publication à bon marché) 

paru aux États-Unis dans la première moitié du xxe siècle. 

Dans la prude Amérique des années 1920 à 1960, 

les éditions populaires à caractère érotique ou pornographique  

étaient vendues sous le manteau. Pour tromper les brigades  

des bonnes mœurs, elles étaient souvent vendues insérées  

dans un exemplaire de la Bible (d’où leur appellation courante  

de « Tijuana Bible ») – ce que permettait leur petit format  

et le nombre limité de leur page.
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Get a li’l like 
the fishes do

bande dessinée

anonyme

… a raunchy and racially charged Esther Williams 

bible entitled Get a Li’l Like the Fishes Do. We had 

doubts about posting it, but whenever we self-

censor we end up kicking ourselves later, so this 

time we decided screw it. We consider ourselves 

mainly a history site, and censoring history 

is always a bad idea. Consider that a content 

warning. Anyway, Esther Williams was of course 

a famous swimmer who used her skills in an 

acting career, so the underwater theme of her 

bible is a play on her many aquatic roles. It was 

probably printed in the late 1940s, a time during 

which its IR content would have gotten the hood 

and noose crowd pretty riled up. But they would 

have been clueless whom to blame, because, as we 

discussed before, these American-made books 

may have been called Tijuana bibles for the sole 

purpose of misdirecting crusading citizens and 

curious authorities.
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